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The only thing that you
absolutely have to know, is
the location of the library.   

Inspiring life-long learning, creating understanding, and making our community a better place

Albert Einstein
Physicist, mathematician, and long-

time Princeton resident
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E. Karen Kennedy
President, Board of Trustees

Darren Miguez
Director, Plainsboro Public Library

Letter from the Library
In 2023, the Plainsboro Library embarked on a transformative
journey, introducing innovative initiatives to enhance your Library
experience. The Museum Pass Program, offering free admission
to select museums, and the Library of Things, enabling you to
borrow infrequently used items, have opened new avenues for
exploration.

Our Seed Library has brought the joy of gardening to your
fingertips, while Passport Services make global adventures more
accessible. The YES Project Renovation is shaping a modernized
Library space for youth, set to be completed in 2024.

This year, we also expanded programming for adults and seniors,
embracing diverse interests and technology, while fostering
connections. Our Diwali and Lunar New Year Celebrations
brought cultural richness to the heart of Plainsboro.

Your support propels us forward. Consider contributing through
our registry at plainsborolibrary.org/give, where you can direct
your donations to specific programs or services. Together, let's
continue to create a dynamic and thriving Library for everyone.
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Karen served as President of
the Board of Trustees from

2019 to 2023.

Darren became the Director of
Plainsboro Library in 2021.



plainsborolibrary.org |                        @PlainsboroLib

576 
children, teens, and
adults registered
for Summer
Reading Program

2023 by the Numbers
181,933 visitors

Highest per capita circulation among all
Middlesex County libraries*

8,930 people attended
725 programs

study room
reservations

items circulated website visits

digital items
borrowed

hours open

adult program
participants

wireless
sessions

database
searches

4,703       kids and teens
participated in Library
programs

248,191

6,048

34,267

131,024
www.plainsborolibrary.org

55,990 91,146

6,497

2,433

*in the consortium (LMxAC)

3,196

1,360
passport applications

processed
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days of Summer
reading logged

8,551



Since the service’s launch in July 2023,
Plainsboro Library cardholders borrowed 80
times from our Library of Things in 2023.

We processed 1,360 passport
applications in 2023.

Service Highlights
Passport Services

Library of Things
Launched in July 2023, the Library of Things (LoT)
emerged as a dynamic addition to our services,
providing patrons access to an array of nontraditional
items. From pressure washers to tennis racquets to
sewing machines, LoT enabled users to explore
interests sustainably through our lending process. 

Supported by LibraryLinkNJ’s Level Up Your Library
mini-grant, LoT enriched our community by offering
resources beyond books and media.

Learn more at plainsborolibrary.org/plot

We expanded our horizons by introducing
Passport Services, ensuring convenience for the
community. Open on weekends, evenings, and
daytime hours, we welcome both appointments
and walk-ins. 

In addition, we offered an on-site photo service to
streamline the passport application process.
Residents from any town can benefit from this
service, thus emphasizing inclusivity in our
commitment to serving diverse needs.

Learn more at plainsborolibrary.org/passport
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Beginning October 2023, Plainsboro
Library cardholders made 94 museum
visits in 2023 using our Museum Passes.

Plainsboro Library cardholders borrowed
242 Seed Kits in 2023.

Launched in October 2023, our Museum Pass Program,
sponsored by the Friends of the Plainsboro Library and
supported by LibraryLinkNJ’s Level Up Your Library mini-
grant, offered cardholders free admission to museums. 

Patrons explored institutions like the Academy of
Natural Sciences, Eastern State Penitentiary, Elmwood
Park Zoo, Museum of Modern Art, the Newark Museum
of Art, Shofuso, and the Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum.

Learn more at plainsborolibrary.org/museum-passes

Museum Passes

Seed Library
Our newly introduced Plainsboro Seed Library
blossomed into a thriving service. This
initiative, made possible by the generosity of
Burpee Seeds, Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds,
Sow Right Seeds, and West Coast Seeds,
allowed patrons to request seed kits through a
simple online form. Cardholders could choose
from herb, flowes, and vegetable seeds.

Learn more at plainsborolibrary.org/seeds
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Service Highlights



39 Plainsboro adults participated in
Library Senior Social Club in 2023.

71 Plainsboro residents came to our Tech
101 workshops and drop-ins in 2023.

Program Highlights
Senior Social Club

Tech 101

We proudly introduced the Library Senior Social
Club, a dedicated space for honoring the
creativity and social engagement of older adults.
Offering skills-based programs in a supportive
environment, this initiative aimed to provide
various benefits for our senior community.

 Recognizing the potential for growth and
reflection in maturing adults, each session
explored different programs and contributed to a
vibrant stage of life.

Learn more at plainsborolibrary.org/senior-club

We rolled out Tech 101, a comprehensive initiative
featuring a lineup of tech workshops and drop-in
sessions. Whether you needed assistance with
computers, smartphones, files, or digital books,
our Tech Basics workshops and our Tech Drop-in
sessions provided open and welcoming support. 

For those unable to attend, our Book-A-Librarian
service offered personalized one-on-one help on a
variety of topics, ensuring everyone had access to
the tech assistance they needed.

Learn more at plainsborolibrary.org/tech-help
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Program Highlights
Diwali

Lunar New Year
We hosted our annual Lunar New Year celebration.
The event immersed attendees in the rich cultural
tapestry through music, art, and dance. The
festivities included the Year of the Rabbit art contest,
Dragon Dance, and artistic performances. We are
grateful to the Asian Food Market of Plainsboro for
its generous donation of red envelopes and candy,
which added a sweet touch to the celebration.

In 2023, we embraced the spirit of Diwali, inviting
the community to a joyous celebration for the
first time. Presented in collaboration with the
Plainsboro Human Relations Council, the
festivities included captivating performances, a
vibrant fashion show, a Diya Parade with green
screen pictures, a Rangoli contest, Mehendi art,
and delightful culinary offerings.
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The Library curated 34 Bags of Books in 2023.

YES Project
Bag of Books

Amidst the third-floor renovation, the Plainsboro
Public Library ensured uninterrupted access to
children’s materials with our Bag of Books service.
Families could request personalized book bags
based on a child’s age, grade, and interest. 

Requests, taking at most three days to complete,
made books accessible during times of limited
browsing. Notifications alerted patrons when their
curated bags were ready for pick-up. This service
also allowed families to submit separate forms for
each child, ensuring tailored literary experiences.

Learn more at plainsborolibrary.org/bag-of-books

Renovation Updates
In fall 2023, we began our renovation of the third
floor Children’s Department to make it more useful
for all Plainsboro youth. The Youth Engagement
Services (YES) project will feature new furniture, a
reworking of the floor plan to offer study space,
the addition of shade canopies on our quiet
balcony, and much more. 
The project is on track to finish in the first quarter
of 2024.

Learn more at plainsborolibrary.org/yes-project
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“The Plainsboro Library is a blessing to local
families, especially those with elementary-aged
children. They sponsor year-round reading
programs where kids can log their reading via
Beanstack (and enter to win prizes!) plus ongoing,
fun programming every day... The physical layout
is also designed to be accessible, so my son and
his service dog are warmly welcomed and able to
find quiet nooks to read.”
— Jieun K

“Beautiful library with tons of comfortable, bright
and cozy spots to read and study. Love the
gallery of artwork they put up.”
— Sakina A

“This Library provides lots of services! They have
small meeting rooms available. They have saved
me when I had job interviews and needed a quiet
place to be.”
— Jean W

From readers, passport applicants, internet surfers, and students, to work-from-home
professionals, artists, job-seekers, and more—everybody has appreciated the
Plainsboro Library for myriad reasons in 2023. Here are a few of their experiences
from Google Reviews:
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Patron Experiences

Leave us your Google Review
by Scanning the QR Code or
visiting tinyurl.com/5n8k7eye



“This library is wonderful. My 4 year old and 6 year
old absolutely love the library. Miss Maureen and
Miss Kirsten are excellent with kids and events.”
— Thea J
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“Amazing library with vast selection of books. It is
boosted even more with LmXpress system, which
offers everything from books to movies and
documentaries to even games. It is also aided by
the Sora EBook system, which is synced very well
with the library's catalog.”
— Nishchay M

“Passport renewal is not a historically fun process
but the employee was knowledgeable, clear, and
kind — you can even take photos here too!...it was
really nice to sit down with someone who would
take the time to explain things thoroughly and
clearly.”
— Nicole Z

Patron Experiences
From readers, passport applicants, internet surfers, and students, to work-from-home
professionals, artists, job-seekers, and more—everybody has appreciated the
Plainsboro Library for myriad reasons in 2023. Here are a few of their experiences
from Google Reviews:

Leave us your Google Review
by Scanning the QR Code or
visiting tinyurl.com/5n8k7eye



Looking Ahead
As we reflect on the meaningful strides made in 2023, we
eagerly anticipate an exciting year ahead. The completion
of the YES Project renovation stands as a beacon of a
modernized Library space, ready to serve our youth with
enhanced amenities. Technological advances are on the
horizon, ensuring the Plainsboro Library remains at the
forefront of innovation and offers cutting-edge services.

In 2024, we're dedicated to expanding our community-
powered programs. Your collaboration will continue to
shape our offerings, ensuring we address the evolving
needs and interests of our diverse community. We look
forward to fostering more connections, providing learning
opportunities, and creating spaces that inspire.

Our initiatives will focus on making Library resources and
services even more inclusive. Whether you seek knowledge,
engagement, or a quiet space for reflection, Plainsboro
Library is your go-to destination.

Thank you for being an integral part of our journey.
Together, let's embark on another year of growth,
innovation, and community-building.
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Financial Statement

11

Value-Add to the Community
Library Service 2023 Qty Retail* Value

Adult Books Borrowed 69,625 $17.00 $1,183,625

Teen Books Borrowed 8,689 $12.00 $104,268

Children’s Books Borrowed 151,862 $17.00 $2,581,654

Audiobooks Borrowed  5,675 $19.95 $113,443.25

eAudiobooks Downloaded 10,185 $25.00 $264,625

InterLibrary Loan Requests  113 $25.00 $2,825

eBooks Downloaded 11,938 $15.00 $179,070.00

Magazines Borrowed 4,279 $5.00 $21,395

Movies Borrowed 3,122 $4.00 $12,488

Music CDs Borrowed 1,231 $10.00 $12,310

Adult Programs Attended 2,433 $15.00 $36,495

Teen Programs Attended 276 $12.00 $3,312

Children’s Programs Attended 6,221 $7.00 $43,547

Museum Passes Borrowed 94 $20.00 $1,880

Public Computer Use (hours) 52,025 $12.00/hour $624,300

Take-Home Craft Kits 275 $2.99 $822.25

 Brainfuse Online Tutoring 3,164 $19.99 $63,248.36

Universal Class Courses 1505 $19.99 $30,084.95

Total Value $5,278,571

*The retail values for services were evaluated by the Massachusetts Library Association and
the Chelmsford (Mass.) Library based on average prices of similar products/services sold by
companies like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, iTunes, Netflix, and more.
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Financial Statement
Expenditure
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Salaries
53.4%

Benefits
22.5%

Facilities and Maintenance
9.8%

Reading, Info, Tech
6.1%

Automation/IT
4.6%

Salaries

Benefits

Facilities and Maintenance

Automation/IT

Prof. Services

Supplies/Misc

Reading, Info, Tech

Programs

Continuing Ed/Prof. Dev

Misc.

Starting 2024, we intend to use our budgets even more effectively to serve all
Plainsboro residents. 

The Library plans to move away from physical periodicals that patrons can access
only when in the building. Instead, the Library will transition to virtual magazines and
newspapers.



Financial Statement

Expense Amount % of Total Budget

Salaries $1,113,883 53.4

Benefits $468,110 22.5

Facilities & Maintenance $205,000 9.8

Automation/IT $95,418 4.6

Prof. Services $37,247 1.8

Supplies / Misc $23,000 1.1

Reading, Info, Tech $127,415 6.1

Programs $5,700 0.3

Continuing Ed/Prof. Dev $5,000 0.2

Misc. $4,045 0.2

Total $2,084,818 100

Expenditure
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Trustee

Rishi Raj Agarwal
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Darren Miguez
Library Director 
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Peter Cantu
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Nuran Nabi
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Board of Trustees 2023
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Plainsboro Library Foundation

Friends of the Plainsboro Public Library

Clockwise from bottom left-hand side: Board of Trustees 2024 Treasurer Vince Vecchia, Trustee Ed Klimek, Secretary Karen Kennedy, 
Assistant Director of Public Services Maureen Langley, Assistant Director of Building and Operations Nick Olimpaito, YES Project
Construction Manager Cary Spiegel, Trustee Debbie Brett, Trustee Rekha Rao, School Board Liaison Allan Johnson, Board President
Peter Wong, Library Director Darren Miguez
Not pictured: Mayor Peter Cantu and Vice President Katy White
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Donate
Support the heart of our community! Your
donations power the Plainsboro Library, ensuring
fine-free borrowing and vibrant books, programs,
and services. Contribute to our registry at
plainsborolibrary.org/give, choosing where your
generosity makes an impact.

Donate at plainsborolibrary.org/give

Volunteer

Learn more at plainsborolibrary.org/volunteering

Be a vital part of our Library community! Explore
teen and adult volunteering opportunities at
plainsborolibrary.org/volunteering. Your time and
skills enhance the Library experience for everyone.

Propose a Program
Shape the Library experience by proposing a
program! Your ideas could become exciting events
at Plainsboro Library. Visit tinyurl.com/y63kwxsa
to share your vision. Your creativity helps us build
a diverse and engaging community.

Learn more at forms.gle/Tozo4pfczEDgxLqm6

Get Involved
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Learn about ways to support us at
plainsborolibrary.org/support-us



The Plainsboro Public
Library Foundation

Discover how the Plainsboro Public Library Foundation
continues to support our community as a center for
learning, connections, and discovery. Your donations
ensure the library offers cutting-edge technology,
innovative programs, responsive collections, and a
welcoming space for lifelong learning. For inquiries or to
donate, contact Library Director Darren Miguez at
dmiguez@plainsborolibrary.org or 609-275- 2899.

Learn more at tinyurl.com/28rv9vme

Friends of the Plainsboro
Public Library

Join the Friends of the Plainsboro Public Library to support
the Library’s mission of enhancing services for the
community. Through book sales and events, Friends raise
funds to benefit the library. Volunteers play a vital role in
sorting book donations, assisting with sales, publicity, and
more. Membership is open to all Plainsboro residents. For
inquiries, contact plainsborolibraryfriends@gmail.com.
Your involvement makes a difference!

Learn more at tinyurl.com/jfmb8283

Get Involved
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I have always imagined
that Paradise will be a

kind of library.   

Inspiring life-long learning, creating understanding, and making our community a better place

Jorge Luis Borges
Essayist, poet, and writer



Inspiring life-long learning, creating understanding, and making our community a better place

Plainsboro Public Library inspires life-
long learning, creates understanding, and

makes our community a better place.

Monday - Thursday: 10:00am - 8:30pm
Friday - Sunday: 10:00am - 5:00pm

Plainsboro Free Public Library
www.plainsborolibrary.org

9 Van Doren Street, Plainsboro, NJ 08536
(609) 275-2897

plibrary@plainsborolibrary.org

The Plainsboro Free Public Library Foundation is a not‐
for‐profit organization under Section 501 (c) (3) of the

Internal Revenue Service code.

Consider donating today at
plainsborolibrary.org/give


